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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Fellow Rotarians,
Very Warm Greetings!!!

It originated in Wuhan,
China and soon spread
like wildfire all over
the world. In a matter
of a few weeks, our

’ { lives changed in such

A = drastic ways, making
us aware of the importance of very many things
which otherwise one simply took for granted.

Global economies are impacted and on a
downward spiral. Their fragility and inequities
have become apparent seeing the hungry
migrant workers, the unemployed, the homeless
and employees suffering salary cuts or being laid
off.

Mandatory self-isolation has made us realise the
importance of community, outdoors, society and
human interaction.

We have already witnessed a positive change in
the environment by giving it time and space to
repair itself — oceans and rivers have cleaned up,
some wildlife has entered cities and towns, clear
blue skies and cleaner air as the ozone layer too
is repairing itself.

The need for better water infrastructure and

its utilisation has become apparent due to the
simple act of washing our hands frequently for
20 seconds. Imagine the plight of those millions,
who do not have access to clean water. We too
need to do our bit to save as much water as we
can.

The only proverbial light at the end of the
tunnel at this stage, is an assumption that ‘this
too, shall pass” and, the inherent capabilities
of our human species to adapt and innovate.
Human society as we knew it may, too, see a
sea change, but will this change only affect
healthcare systems, or will it extend to work
culture, consumption patterns, value systems,
political regimes and legal systems?

It is only passage of time which shall tell us how

Flamingos flock to locked down Mumbai

the new world will adapt itself to this changed
and still changing scenario.

The magnitude and impact of this pandemic
and the lockdown on the earlier ‘normal’ have
made us pause, given us ample time and space
to look back, introspect, reset and, probably
even plan ahead and, has set many thinking of
what requires to be done for a better quality of
life, for the community and for our environment
at large. Are we going to go ‘minimalistic’ or to
‘material consumption’ with a vengeance?

A much-needed break from the 24x7 schedules’
and the ‘rat-race’ was perhaps in order for many
of us.

Just as personal life-altering events can impact
our work, life styles, financial plans etc. in
dramatic ways, so has this pandemic probably
affected many and, with much greater intensity,
given that many underlying assumptions have
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drastically changed. Perhaps, we have realised
to never treat the highly unlikely as impossible,
or the highly likely as a certainty — we need
therefore to always have a Plan B, Plan C, etc.
too, with actions to be taken if risks and life-
altering situations do show up again or continue.

While on a personal front, we may have a
greater positive focus on work, health, family,
savings, estate planning, etc. we also need to
protect, save and even better our environment
and, not ignore or forget the lessons learnt.

When the lockdown winds down and opens up,
and we go about our lives, will we go back to the
‘old normal’ ?{ create and follow a better ‘new
nokmal’?,

W
President Preeti Mehta



Even as India

and the world
celebrate the
quick lockdown
effected upon 1.3
bn people in the
world’s largest
democracy,

P SAINATH throws
light upon a total
miscarriage of
justice

SUCH A LONGJOURNEY

On May 17th, the Ministry

of Home Affairs issued an
extremely strict curfew order
which said: ‘Movement

of individuals is strictly
prohibited between 7 pm
and 7 am.” Who does this
affect? You are telling lakhs
and millions of migrants on
the roads who have to walk
between 7 am and 7 pm in
40 degree heat and humidity
instead of between 7 pm and
7 am.

The notification goes into
great detail as to which
essential services are
exempted but it does not
mention one word about
these thousands of migrants.
Three days ago, in a village in
Chhattisgarh, a 12-year-old
Adivasi girl called Jamlo who
was working in a chilli fields
of Telangana 200 kms away.
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Jamlo was desperate to get
home as everything closed
down upon her and joined a
group of people walking to
their homes in 43-44-degree
heat. That little girl walked
140 km in three days and then
fell dead from exhaustion
and muscle fatigue. The
MHA order commits many
others to be little Jamlos.

They are saying that
you cannot work
between 7 pm and 7
am when it is cooler.
Then, what sort of
thinking have we
done in the actions
we have taken and
the decisions we
have made?

The first announcement on
March 24th night gave 1.3

!

billion people four hours to
shut down. As Mr. Deva Sahai
has put, “If a small infantry
brigade is asked to go into a
major action, it is given more

than four hours-notice”, but we

have told 1.3 billion people to
shut down without planning.
People panic, migrants start
leaving the cities, no idea of
what to do about it when there
was plenty that could have
been done about it. Then, they
are all on streets on March
31st and the Solicitor General
of India informs Supreme
Court that there are no more
migrants on the road. This

is on March 31st after which
the number of migrants on

the road doubles and triples
according to the affidavit of
the Home Ministry in Supreme
Court. By March 31st, they
admit in the April 2nd petition,
there were lakhs of people on

the road and by April 12, in six
days’ time that has doubled
and they have 1.4 million
people in relief camps of which
they are boasting to Supreme
Court. Please note that 69 per
cent of those relief camps were
in the single state of Kerala.

Then, the migrants decide

to move out and | may
disagree with them, but | fully
understand why they did it.
We stop them at the borders,
spray them with disinfectants
like insects or plants. There are
clashes far more than you read
about at the borders between
them and the police at either
their home state or host state.
They are turned away and told
that they will be taken care of,
they will be put up in camps
and they will be sent to their
homes. Then, Rajdhani AC class
trains are organised and they
are charged full fare. The Chief
Minister of Karnataka speaks
to builders in the city and stops
trains for the next 48 hours
because they are afraid that
the labour will leave. At every
stage, how have we thought
about those people for whom
our hearts are overflowing with
compassion? Where have we
looked at anything from their
point of view?

The Centre for Monitoring
Indian economy, a very
respected institution in the
industry and corporate-owned
media, is talked about when
it tells us of the growing
economy and reforms. But
how much discussion is there
when it tells us that our
country has lost 122 million
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jobs in the single month of
April at an unemployment

rate of 27.1 per cent. Now the
papers start telling you that the
unemployment rate has fallen
in May, from 27.1 per cent to
24 per cent which is still higher
than the United States and four
times the number of jobs that
have been lost there. Where
are we thinking about this?
Where is the discussion? And

I am not even talking about
rural India at this point. We are
talking about just the non-farm
sector jobs —91.3 million are
your small kirana dukan, street
vendors, hawkers, tiny eating
places, carts, 30-40 per cent of
them are never coming back.
Even at our class level, a third
of the restaurants that we all
fancy are not going to open.
Think about the implications
for jobs. But ask yourself

why isn’t it an eight-
column or six-column
headline when 122
million people have
lost their jobs? There
is no precedent

to that in a single
country. why are we not
discussing that? Why are we
not discussing how fragile
India’s prosperity and advances
were? In 48 hours, people were
pushed one week closer to
hunger and starvation. That is

why what you, Rotary is doing
is so valuable!

Intervening on the food front
is an extremely valuable thing
to be doing. The levels of

A‘ .44;‘

hunger and near-starvation are
incredibly higher than what
you have been told by the
media.

What should it lead us to think
about? A piece of information
for you: many of us are

genuinely shocked that we
have 77 million ton
of food grains and yet
people are hungry

and starving. Thatisan
anomaly. You have had the
situation since the year 2000 as
| track food grain stocks in the
country, in the year 2000 itself
there was 63 million ton of
food grain and then Pakistan
declared four million ton
surplus, Bangladesh declared
one million surplus and Sri
Lanka too. This was then
celebrated across the world
without ever asking, how is

it that those three nations —
India, Pakistan and Bangladesh
—which had 70 million ton
plus of food grains were also
home to more than 60 per cent
of the world’s hungry? More
than half the world’s hungry?

That same question has been
doing rounds in Covid-19,
making us confounded. Let me
tell you what they do with the
77 million ton. Do you think
they are distributing them to
the starving poor? That isn’t
actually happening, they are
giving the five kilo ration,
that is also pretty hilarious

in its own way but 20 days
ago, the government gave its

/
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approval in a written GO

for the conversion of large
quantities of food grains
into ethanol. For what? To
manufacture large quantities

of hand sanitizer. YOU are
going to destroy 20-
30 million tons of
food grain to make

ethanol, and by the
way that is going to affect
the south of India where

| come from very badly.
The ethanol is going to be
made supposedly from the
surplus stock of rice. Millions
of tons of rice are going to
be converted. The other
purpose of ethanol, which
they are less explicit about,
though they mention it in
a clause, is blending it with
petrol.

You have a situation where
you guys are collecting
millions of packets of food
for the hungry and the
government is telling you
that it is going to convert
the food grain that it has
into ethanol. What is the
question that you need to
ask yourself? What kind of a
situation are we going to see
in the kharif season?

| have been a rural reporter
for 40 years. | have lived
with migrants, moved with
migrants and the People’s
Archive of Rural India, a
website | started after | quit
The Hindu as rural affairs
editor for a decade, we cover

migrants 365 days a year.
We didn’t discover them on
March 26th, we understand
who these people are. Even
today, in all your discussions,
can you pick up an ad, or

a newspaper or channel

or a discussion, which tells
you how many migrants
there are according to the
census? How many interstate
migrants there, how many
circular migrants there

are, how many long-range
migrants there are, how
many permanent migrants
there are, how many
footloose migrants there
are? These are the different
categories. We have no idea
how many millions of them
are there on the front. And
here you are, extremely
hungry people, many little
Jamlos and you are going to
convert food into ethanol.

What about the kharif crop?
| believe you should not take
any chances. From March
25th, when they announced
this lockdown, | have been
begging the farmers’ unions
of the country, which
represent a large number of
farmers, to grow only food
crops in the kharif season.
Or there is a very fair chance
that you will see a disaster
on the scale that you have
never heard of or imagined.
Look at the Rabi crop, all
the farmers who had grown
cash crops are lying rotten
or unsold. There are 70 lakh
quintals of cotton lying
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and again we are going to grow cotton
in Vidarbha, the epicenter of farmers
suicide? Are we again going to grow
sugarcane in Marathwada? Who will
buy?

If these same people go for cash crops
with the idea of exporting sugarcane,
firstly, sugar prices are very fabricated,
world prices are much lower than

local sugar prices because here they
have had powerful lobbies - the big
sugarcane wala. .. there are millions of
extremely poor sugarcane farmers as
well. However, everyone in this meeting
knows that worldwide there is a gigantic
income crash, gigantic consumption
crash. Are you going to buy a lot of
sugarcane and cotton? | don’t think so.
Poor people who make up the majority
of our population are going to struggle
to buy the essentials, the food.

Also, 77 per cent Indian farmers are
net purchasers of food grain in the
market. You can find that in Vidarbha
and in Marathwada, cotton and sugar,
guys who own two acres of sugarcane,
three acres of cotton, they cannot grow
anything else. Every square inch is to
growing the cash crop because of the
pressure of buying essentials for the
family, paying off debts and loans. |
understand these pressures but already
cash crops are rotting in the fields.
Imagine if these farmers do not have
food for their own family. That is why,
think about raising consciousness about

it, asking the government. We need
to concentrate on food crop
growing cultivation in the
kharif season or we are in
big trouble. If we grow cash
crops on a large scale, you
are going to see another

wave of farmer suicides,
there will be no income, this time the
governments may pick up but next time
the government will say the we have no
money. So that is one question that we
need to ask what to grow in the kharif
season?

One of the commonly repeated
questions is: why did they leave? Will

they come back? Of course, given our
irresistible charm, why won’t they? But
the destruction is going to be spread
over a very long period. Still, many of
them will come back because we spent
the last quarter of the century destroying
the livelihoods of the countryside. The
question that you should be asking is

why did they leave the countryside?
Why did they leave their

villages in the first place?
That is the question that
you must be asking not why

did they leave us? They left us
because we didn’t give a damn about
them until we lost our services. We don’t
understand that the migrants not only
bring social capital to the city but also
actual capital. Many migrants in the city
bring Rs 10,000 or Rs 15,000 with them
which they might borrow from family or
wherever but these people have come
to the cities giving us social capital,
labour capital and financial capital.
That is how much they have brought
into this city. Seven cities that account
to the majority GDP of the country are
also the seven cities that account for the
maximum number of migrants. So, it is
important for us to know why they left
the countryside in the first place?

We are focused on labour
migrants because it affects
us. Please note that millions
of other livelihoods are
completely devastated.

How many of us know that
handlooms and handicraft
are the second biggest
employers of the country
after agriculture? Handlooms

and handicrafts employ 10 times more
people than the IT company sector.
Now, weavers are starving, all the
orders have been cancelled since mid-
February. Many of us have tried to help
these weavers (pre-Covid) by setting up
market linkages like a BKC exhibition,
Dilli Haat etc. Weavers and craftsman
made the maximum amount of money
in the year from those exhibitions which
were held regularly from February to
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May. They were all cancelled this year
leaving millions of craftsmen with
inventory piling up to the roof and new
cancellations everyday.

The weavers of Chirala sarees, from
Chirala in Tamil Nadu, are starving. But
look at the discussions on television: can
salons open? There is a caste group in
the country, millions of people, called
barbers. They are a helpless group
because they exist in every village but
they are the minority in every village.
They are finished, they are daily wagers.
All these jobs are gone. We keep talking
about frontline soldiers against Covid-19
and talk about the doctors who are
indeed the frontline soldiers, but we
forget the sanitation workers. There

are more than five million sanitation
workers in the country and for the first
time, in our better-off societies, we are
seeing them with gloves. If you go to
Chembur and in the Deonar area, you
will see them doing the same work
without gloves, without masks, without
any safety.

Many of these sanitation workers were
local government employees in the
80s. With the new reforms that we
brought in, we sacked all of them, and
outsourced them to contractors who
re-hired the very same people, 99 per

cent Dalits, at lower wages and zero
benefits. We are banging pots and
pans to celebrate their achievement.
They needed to be absorbed as regular
government employees in class 4. The
ASHA worker, she gets 4000 rupees a
month, what justice is there in it? Are
we going to address the questions of
inequality in the country? The virus
can threaten anyone in the world
including the President of the United
States but the impact is not equal

neither is the threat. Because the
lives of the vast majority of
people in this country are
so fragile. What kind of a
health system do we have
for them? You have one of
the most privatized health
systems in the world. if you

look at the National Sample Survey,
health rounds, the 42nd, 50th, 61st and
71st rounds concentrate on health. Each
of the NSS surveys show us that the
number of people not seeking medical
attention purely for financial reasons is
doubling and tripling.

Do you know that this country began
before Independence, with the Bhore
Committee of 1946 advising the

We are active on social media with over 9000 followers. Find us on facebook, twitter and instagram with the handle @rcb1929. Find us on
linkedin and youtube with the handle rotary club of bombay. Please follow us and like/share the posts.
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construction of a National Health System
on the lines of the UK or Canada? We
never paid the slightest importance to it.
We have accepted the idea of healthcare
as something to be bought and sold and
traded on the stock exchange not as a
fundamental human need or right. It is
embedded in your Constitution in the
directive principles of state policy, that it
is the duty of the nation to take care of
the health.

We need to ask questions
about how the lockdown
was implemented, who

it effected, were there
different ways of doing what
happened there? And you
really need to ask yourself,
have your media served

you in all this? As a professional
journalist who is in his 41st year, |

never wanted to be anything else, | only
wanted to be a reporter because | love
connecting with Indian people because
I love connecting with the Indian
countryside. Yes, there are racism and
sectarian, religious division everywhere
in the world, but in no other country

I have found a media’s performance

as shameful as it is, as it has been
particularly in the last two weeks where
channels seem to exist just to demonize,
create conspiracy stories. Another set

of channels exist only to demonize the
minority communities of the country.

My favourite WhatsApp message is a
retired judge telling an individual that
he saw a direct proof of this being a
Muslim conspiracy to infect the nation.
It has appeared in about 15 languages,
complete falsehoods. | see a leading
editor on the TV programme saying,
never waste a good crisis. This is the
time to ramp through labour reforms.
93 per cent of your labour have no
rights because they are in the informal
sector. And | am impressed that Azim
Premji and Rahul Bajaj have said so, but
they are a tiny minority. Both of them
have said that it’s insane — as UP and
MP have done — to suspend the basic
rights of human beings, in this case
factory workers and labourers. UP has

withdrawn its ordinance but maintains
the suspension of 38 labour laws.

| admire the compassion and we move
forward on that compassion but please
understand one thing, what the people
on the highways require, what the
people in the villages require, what

the fishermen in Vizag require. You
know what happens? There is a fishing
ban between April 15 and June 14,
which is the spawn season, which the
fishermen accept. But it means that the
two weeks before the breeding ban,

are the heaviest weeks of fishing which
came under the lock down, so now
they starve. In each of these cases, it is
not your compassion they need. Please
understand that these 122 million jobs
that were lost many of them were never
marked as below the poverty line, they
were not BPL people and many of them
don’t have ration cards.

In her five-installment programme Mrs.
Nirmala Sitaraman who, like me, is an
alumnus of INU, added up for you some
35 programmes that already exist. It
doesn’t come to even 1 per cent of the
GDP let alone 10 per cent. And one of
the great announcements is that three
crore people who don’t have ration cards
will get ration. Do you know something?
The same government cancelled three
crore ration cards earlier. So, what is the

new thing that you are doing? What
these people need is not
your compassion. | admire
your compassion, but what
they need is justice. What
they need is enforceable

human rights. what they need

is basic recognition of their humanity.

I think it is wonderful that in such a
crisis you and | are getting together to
help but it is a healthy not long-term
relationship. But to try tackling this and
remain in relief mode is like trying to
mop the floor dry with the taps open
and running.

There are a lot of fundamental issues
and the greatest is how we approach the
growing inequality which has devastated
S0 many people.
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PROMOTING WATER - of big irrigating farmers, campaigns, public meetings, PROCESSES calculate the water budget. methods of efficient use of beneficiary identification was
STEWARDSHIP I3 small and rainfed farmers, Kalapathak (street plays), essay B ' Groundwater level monitoring  water. Therefore, promoting defined earlier. The existing
FOR SUSTAINABLE, village institutions such as competitions and installation is done silimarly to give an organic manure and VWMT had the complete right
EEFICIENT. AND gram panchayat, watershed of slogan boards. idea of aquifer saturation, formulations has been one to choose the beneficiary
jUDICIOUS’ WATER committees, women and the e changes in groundwater of the focus of the program. through defined clauses of

. landless. i levels, etc. A total of 41 tetra vermin selection. Around 25 per
USE IN DROUGHT it SRR * BUILDING OF JAL SEVAKS ,I STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT  0€ds were distributed in the cent of the required water is
PRONE REGIONS OF ' ?’ﬂt - t II.- (; e AWARENESS CAMPAIGNS . Rural youths interested in ; current reporting period. saved through the application
ater filters installed in - -

MAHARASHTRA

A Progress Report
(April 2019-March
2020)

The goal is to increase
the capacity of rural
communities to
address water related
issues in a climate
change context

by promoting its

project villages viz., Banegaon,
Thigalkheda, Kotha Jahagir,
Kolegaon at (Bhokardan block)
and Khedgaon, Nihalsingwadi
and Pimparkhed (Ambad
block) with Eureka Forbes.

A member of Village Water
Management Team (VWMT)

in each village was trained

to operate the filter machine
and maintenance along-with
recharge of water ATM.

Awareness has been and will
be an important aspect in the
program. Various techniques
have been adopted to inform
the community such as:

village development identified
and trained to mobilize,
sensitise, and facilitate the
VWMT and water stewards

to implement project
components and processes.
These youths are known as
Jal Sevaks and their skills and
capacities will be developed
on water management issues
and implementing project
components in the villages.

A water budget for kharif and
rabi season has been done
using data from baseline
surveys and secondary data
from government sources
(rainfall). The data includes
area, rainfall, cropping
pattern, water harvesting
potential, population (both
human and animals) of the
village. This budget helped
villagers plan water use and
crops during coming rabi and

WORKSHOPS

VWMT members are
periodically invited to
understand, inform,

debate and discuss water
management-related issues.

Local contribution was made
mandatory for sustenance
and expansion of the activity
with ownership building
amongst the villagers.

DESILTING THREE STREAMS:

which would further
contribute to availability of
water for drinking purposes
during summer season.
Approximately 0.48 cr. litre of
water was saved through 10
sprinkler sets in an area of 4.1
hectare in the late rabi and
summer season.

During this financial year

* As per the sanctioned plan,
all the activities have been

sustainable, equitable This space become the S undertaken.
and efficient use. I;LVI:I}ION OF ‘.{.W..MT BASIC DETAILS OF THE PROJECT VILLAGES SUMMET Season. opportunity for capacity Enhancing the water . ; )
The project is N l Taluka Bhokardan DATA MONITORING building and attitudinal harvesting potential of * The physical and financial
implemented in ) _ : : (RAINFALL AND changes of VWMT members the village is one of the achievement for the year
10 villages in Jalna —F YF UUZEE No of households Population GROUNDWATER) on water management as components of water 3219'2020,['5 2 petf celnt and
. B 4 i ilti er cent respectively.

district of Marathwada, o Thigalkheda 357 1673 - 3 well as of all villagers as when  management. Desilting the p P ¥
drought prone region A , 7 ' they return in their village, streams where the storage has  « The unspent budget of
of Maharashtra. The = .M Banegaon 333 1627 i they mobilise other villagers  reduced due to silt deposition  awareness campaigns will
project is implemented o —— . e . for the same. Youth groups of  was undertaken. The sites be spent during the next
in two blocks. Ambad The VWMTs are formed in . the village were made aware  were selected after consulting  vear as a part of consistent
and Bholardan. consultation of respective Nihalsingwadi [ 233 1109 of this programme being the VWMT of the village. The  awareness.

village panchayats. An Khed 209 1109 : 3 implemented in their village. =~ WOTR team ensured that Making local contributi

' edgaon . : : * Making local contribution
WISCIEEL [REL important stakeholder body Two units of simple and PROMOTION OF VERMI- UIOSIEEE FatEre ol mandatory in the activities
comprises of three in the Water Stewardship Pimparkhed 193 1069 manual rain-gauges have . Create maximum impact ) : .
broad components: Initiative, the VWMT is ; . COMPOSTING TETRA BEDS: d theref fth of promoting drip/sprinkler

: - ; . been placed in each project . . and tnerefore survey of the S d .

1) techni t responsible for plannlng and Naralewadi 47 212 viIIage The purpose is Red’U’Clng the use of Ch.emlcal streams in the Vi||age were Irrigation and organic
(1) techniques to executing project activities . ; ; fertilizer while promoting doe prior selection compost has helped reach
address water demand in the village and gettin Pagirwadi 187 858 to trace and measure : out to more households. For
and supply side issues; cople inV(g)Ived \/\%i'[h acgtive " 4 l1eo ppn || ralnfqll variability across PROMOTION OF MICRO- N i
(2) promote crop Eupgort of Ja Sévaks W Jogeshwarwadi |Iu! the village area and arrive IRRIGATION SYSTEMS: sprinkler sets were promoted
production and better i eralshe s Kouchalwadi 241 1172 el elia el Sprinkler sets were promoted  through the available budget.
crop yield; and (3) is a gender-inclusive body
address institutional/ pRaeRbllacalerileadc Deshgavhan 295

governance related
aspects based on
ground knowledge and
information.




The Rotary Club of Bombay
facilitated a hundred pairs

COVID AND THE ROTARY WAY

distribute them to the

migrant workers in Gurgaon.

of slippers reaching the feet
of migrant workers trekking
their way home. RCB was
able to have Kanishk Gaur of
the India Future Foundation,
Delhi, pick up the hundred
pairs from Noida and also
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OUR COVID-19

RELIEF ACTIVITIE

Supply of 52 venlilators to hospitals run
by the Govemment of Maharashtra

Supply of 11,258 PPEs fo various
hospitals in Mumbai, Chennai and
Bengaluru

Distribution of free cooked and packed
meals to more than 1,100,000 persons
so far @30,000 meals every day from
kitchens operated and supervised by
us to the homeless, migrant workers
and daily wage eamers

Supply of 40,000 packets of ready to eat
food packets of Upma and Poha to the
curfew stricken people of Malegaon (4
hours from Mumbai). In addition we are
distributing free cooked and packed
meals currently @ 1000 meals every
day until 17th May, 2020

Supply of 1150 N85 Respiratory
Masks

Supply of contaclless digital thermometers 0%
And Oxymeter Puise machines to various
hospitals in Mumbai

Supply of 1200 Face Shiglds to the
Sanitation workers who maintain
varlous Community tollets in the slums
of Mumbai  Supply of 5000 Sanitisalion
Hand wash bottles to various agencies

A small example that shows
the power and connect of
Rotary to reach out to any
nook and corner of the world
to serve a humanitarian
cause - however big or small.

Rotary Cluh of Bombay
has collected till date

over INR 41,500,000
towards COVID19 relief
activities and so far we

have carried out the

following activities:

Supply of coffee/tea vending machines to
various Police Stations

We have also set up a toll ires counsalling
helpline (all India) with over 600 trained
volunteers and counsellors helping
callers who are either distressed,
disturbed or anxious about their mental
health in view of the ongoing situation.
In addition the helpline endeavours to
help those persons who need dry
rations anywhere in India.

1 Supply of 2500 COVID 18 Iesting lits

costing over Rs 20 lakh to Tata Memorial
Hospital We are continuing to raise
funds and will keep on adding to our tally
of service activities continuously.

1 We are committed to rwn all our food

distribution activities in Mumbai @ 30,008
meals daily till the end of the lockdown
'} period ending on 315t May, 2020,

We are continuing to raise funds and
will keep on adding to our tally of
service activities continuousiy.

DONATE NOW trarae™

contact@rotaryclubofbombay.org

Dear Friends,

As the number of Covid
cases in India passes 1.25
lakh with almost 4000
fatalities, it is important
to recognise that strong
immunity is essential

to fight this virus. Dist.
3141, on consultation
with a nutritional expert,
prepared nutritive snack
packets to be consumed
every day to boost
immunity.

As a start, we distributed
2000 packets to the
staff of KEM and Cooper
Hospital. We thank

the RC of Bombay for
sponsorship. Encouraging
all clubs in our district
to continue with this
initiative at various
hospitals in our city of
Mumbai.

Dr Mona Shah
AC - Non-Medlical Il

MAY 26, 2020

Rotary

Club of Bombay
UPDATE: 22" MAY, 2020

The Rotary Club of Bombay & Rotary Club of Mumbai Versova
have been providing individually packaged meals to the migrant
labour. daily wage earners and homeless of Mumbai City.

DONATE NOW!

Rotary Club Bombay Charities Trust No. 3
Bank Details:
HDFC Bank Ltd, 101-104 Tulsiani Chambers, Free

Press Journal Marg,

MNariman Point, Mumbai 400 021

Branch: Nariman Point

Branch Code: 0001

Account Type: Savings Account

Account Number: 00011000043340
IFSC Code: HDFC 0000001

For pemittanes in INR from & forwign country, the Swilt Code is HOFCINBE
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58 VENTILATORS
DONATED SO FAR
This week, we
contributed 37
ventilators to the

St. George Hospital,
Mumbai where they are
treating highly critical
Covid-19 patients.

We, at the Rotary
Club of Bombay, are
proud to be at the
forefront of providing
our government the
necessary equipment
and resources to save
precious lives!
Another six ventilators

week to the || Hospital.
This brings the tally

of all the ventilators
donated by us so far to
58 including the two
ventilators donated to
the Central Hospital,
Dhanbad, Jharkhand by
our Club.

VIJAY JATIA +91 58200 95782

NEXT WEEK: ECONOMIST & POLITICAL
ANALYST AJIT RANADE

MAY 26 MAY 28 MAY 28
RTN. MEHUL RTN. VASANT RTN. CHETAN
SAMPAT MANOHAR SHUKLA

ROTARIAN
PARTNER
BIRTHDAYS
MAY 26

RTN. PTN. RiTIKA
ARENJA

MAY 31 JUNE 1 MAY 30

RTN. VINEET PDG RTN. Guiam  RTN. PTN. KHORSHED

DARUVALA
BHATNAGAR VAHANVATY JUNE 1

RTN. PTN. NANDINI
KAMDAR

TIME: 12 NOON

Ajit Ranade is co-founder and trustee of
Association for Democratic Reforms which
is an Indian civil society group vying for
transparency in the politics of India.

VENUE: ONLINE AT ZOOM.US
(MEMBERS ONLY)

MAY 30
RTN. VARSHA
Daiva

ANNIVERSARIES
MAY 30

RTN. PTN. RADHIKA &
RTN. MoHIT JAIN
MAY 31

RTN. PTN. ALPANA &
RTN. SAMIR CHINAI
RTN. PTN. SNEHAL &
RTN. (DR.) ANISH SHAH
JUNE 1

RTN. PTN. NIRMALA &
RTN. JAMSHED BANAJI
RTN. PTN. (DR.) Bowmi
FraMROZE & PP RTN.
(Dr.) SonyAa MEHTA
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