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TODAY
RCB’S FIRST HYBRID 

MEETING BOTH 
ONLINE AND OFFLINE

AJAY SHARMA, 
DIRECTOR, SHREE 

BAIDYANATH AYURVED 
BHAWAN PVT. LTD.

AT TAJ MAHAL HOTEL AT 1 PM 
& ON ZOOM AT 1.45 PM

MEETING ID: 883 2518 8279

NOTE  FRO M P RE SIDE N T SH E RNAZ VAKIL
IF  IT ’ S  T UES DAY,  IT  MUST BE 
ROTA RY AT  T HE TAJ
With the festivities behind us, we are all 
looking forward to our first meeting in 
person at the Taj after a gap of 20 months. 
What most Rotarians have missed is the 

unique fellowship of our Tuesday meetings.
Every Tuesday, week on week, and year on year, we have met 
each other, greeted each other, lunched together, discussed our 
projects, and generally had a fun afternoon. 
And though Zoom kept us connected and reminded us of our 
Tuesday trysts, it just never felt the same.
Through the pandemic, much has been discussed whether one 
needs face-to-face meetings and whether with the new digital 
technology one can circumvent human interaction and carry on 
in a digital space. 
I think, for us Rotarians, the answer is a big no!
The connection we get, the bonhomie we feel, and the personal 
interaction and joyful exchanges can never be replicated on a 
virtual platform. 
Fellowship is a big part of Rotary, and the human and personal 
connections we make are what our movement is all about 
Only in our togetherness can we serve the way we do: each one 
supporting the whole!.         ~ President Shernaz Vakil
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SUJATA KHANDEKAR, FOUNDER OF CORO,  
ACCEPTS THE ANITA PAREKH AWARD TO 

CORO FOR WOMEN EMPOWERMENT

LAST
TUESDAY’S 
SPEAKER

TO READ A COMPLETE TRANSCRIPT OF 
SUJATA KHANDEKAR’S TALK, CLICK HERE

Since this is a women’s empowerment award, 
I want to share CORO’S perspective and 
approach towards women’s empowerment. 
Towards that, I would like to share photos of 
some of my friends and colleagues. They are 
grassroot leaders who are either working on 
women empowerment, issues of social justice 
or marginalised communities. 
CORO has a grassroot leadership programme 
and they are Fellows from this programme. 
Our first Fellow is Anjum Sheikh who couldn’t 
complete her education as she was married at 
15. She  had a four-year-old son when she was 
deserted. She had no marital or natal support 
and was struggling to make her livelihood. 
Then she came in contact with CORO through 
self-help groups. This is Anjum interacting 
with women when she was working in our 
Fellowship and she worked in the Right to Pee 
campaign that CORO facilitated. Anjum was a 
finalist in the Women Exemplar Award 2020 of 
the CII foundation. So, that is how she started. 
Next is Mumtaz, my colleague who came to 
CORO in 2000 with her issue of marital violence. 
After that was resolved, she started working 
with CORO and in 2015 she was in BBC’s list 
of 100 most influential women working on 
violence against women and Right to Pee. 
So, this is the journey and this is what 
CORO does; we facilitate this journey of 
empowerment. From being a victim to 
being a survivor to being a change maker 
and to being a change leader. This is the 
kind of journey when they undergo CORO’s 
leadership programme. This understanding 

has come from our 
own experience. What 
we do is a personification of who we are and 
how we have evolved. 
CORO was formed in 1989 with the sole aim 
of propagation of adult literacy where people 
like me came together to work for literacy, 
seeing adult literacy as a vehicle to mobilise 
women. Most of us are from privileged 
backgrounds, well-educated, upper class, 
upper caste. But CORO has gradually started 
to become a community-led organisation led 
by people within the community. 
The realisation in CORO’s work is the fragment 
in the sense of identity or sense of fragmented 
identity of the marginalised community that 
restrains them from saying what they want to 
say, doing what they want to do, acting the way 
they want to act and even feeling what they 
want to feel and thinking what they want to 
think. So, it holds them back and if you really 
work on this sense of identity, make them 
comfortable with this identity irrespective 
of what society thinks then the trajectory is 
changed and the sky is the limit. 
All those who have come to CORO, enriched 
themselves in the organisation, stayed in 
CORO, and enriched the organisation and 
started leading in their private as well as 
public life. 
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Rotary 
Club of Bombay DISTRICT 3141 

PRESIDENT SHERNAZ VAKIL REQ!JESTS THE PLEASURE OF YOUR COMPANY TO THE FIRST IN PERSON FELLOWSHIP &MEETING FOR THE YEAR 21-22 
1.00 PM 

TUESDAY, 9TH NOVEMBER, 2021 
THE RENDEZVOUS THE TAJ MAHAL PALACE & TOWER MUMBAI 

GUEST SPEAKER- MR AJAY SHARMA DIRECTOR BAIDHYANATH PHARMA 
PHYSICAL ATTENDANCE ONLY FOR DOUBLE VACCINATED MEMBERS 

FOR THOSE NOT ATTENDING IN PERSON, CLICK ON LINK TO ATTEND ON ZOOM 
HTTPS:/ /US02WEB.ZOOM.US/J/883 2S188279?PWD=NVFCQ0VHUMFWC VZVRU1WN3AYVHZQUT09 

MEETING ID: 883 2518 8279 PASSCODE: RCBMEETING 
LUNCH @ RS. 1200/-

SERVE TO CHANGE LIVES 

“Man has 
affinity for his 

fellowman, 
regardless 

of race, 
creed, or 

politics, and 
the greater 
the variety, 

the more 
the zest. All 
friendliness 

needs is a 
sporting 

chance; it will 
take care of 
itself in any 
company.”   

— A Road 
I Have 

Travelled, 
The Rotarian, 

February 
1934



GIVE TODAY, TO SUPPORT 
SOMEONE’S TOMORROW
> SCHOOL  A CHILD...  
Rs 25000 will school 6 children for a full year

> NUTRITION FOR A GIRL CHILD AND MOTHER...  
Rs 40000 will feed 10 girls for a year        

> SKILL A WOMAN TO EARN....  
Rs 25000 will skill 15 women

> FEED A FAMILY FOR 6 MONTHS... 
Rs 50000 for 10 families

Name of the account - ROTARY CLUB BOMBAY CHARITIES TRUST NO.3

Savings Account with HDFC Bank Nariman Point branch

Account no. 00011000043340 

IFSC - HDFC0000001 

PAN Card No. AAATR3709D 

CSR Registration No. CSR00004479



Partner

Water

Please join President

Shernaz Vakil
as she inaugurates the integrated rural development project at a Gram Panchayat
of three villages (Nilmati, Dandwal & Chinchutara) and reviews the impact of
our work in the other projects nearby. Solar power, safe drinking water, sanitation,
education, environment, security, livelihoods. A whole new life.

Varsha Daiya
Chairperson,
and the members of the Environment Committee.

27th. and 28th. November 2021. 

Water

WE'RE CHANGING
THE FACE OF RURAL INDIA.
ONE VILLAGE AT A TIME.
NINE VILLAGES. 4055 PEOPLE. 745 HOMES.



Now the sun will shine all night in the Dandwal-Nilmati Gram Panchayat.
Solar home lights and street lights have been installed, positively impacting  

341 homes and 1705 villagers in this remote belt just a few hours drive out of Mumbai. 
Thanks President Shernaz Vakil, PP Preeti Mehta, IPP Framroze Mehta, Rtn. Varsha Daiya,  

Rtn. Ravi Fotedar and Pratibha Pai of Chirag Foundation. 

Our Diwali gift to the Bharat that India forgot.



DANDWAL-NILMATI GP
P R O J E C T E D  I M P A C T

341 homes and 2142 people with access to clean energy
341 homes will have access to clean energy, bring about a deep change in the productive

hours, health conditions, environmental conditions as well as saving capacity of each family. 

1350 metric tonnes of carbon emissions neutralized
Clean energy allows for unparalleled benefit to the environment as well the health of the

residents. Protecting them from toxic kerosene fumes, and giving them the sustainable energy

source for irrigation, this project will neutralize carbon emissions over 5 years to the amount of

over 1350 metric tonnes.

2,345,490 litres clean water for drinking
The solar power lift irrigation system pulls water for drinking, storing it before putting it

through an ultrafiltration system. This makes clean and pure water available each year for

drinking to the amount of 2,345,490 litres, leading to far improved health indicators from

reduction in water borne diseases, particularly in children. 

185 acres of land brought under cultivation
Owing to the lift irrigation system installed, 65 acres of land will immediately be brought into

year long agricultural cultivation. 

6000 fruit saplings have been distributed to 120 farmers bringing 120 acres of land into
horticulture cultivation and green cover. A total of 185 acres of land have been brought into

cultivation in this project. Over the next 3 years, we project double the number of farmers

participating in the agricultural fold, and consequently double the amount of land being

brought under cultivation.

With access to water, incase of erratic monsoon, we have seen with similar projects in the

region, farmers are able to protect their primary monsoon paddy crop, hence protecting

their income.

IMPACT
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Progress Report
1 - 31 October 2021

Objective: To help develop a self-sufficient and sustainable village

ecosystem, allowing for zero migration.

Solar Homelighting Solutions

Solar Streetlights

School Electrification

Tree Plantation

Solar Powered Lift Irrigation

Livelihood Support

Domestic Water Tanks

Water Filtration

Objective: Continuous home security and improved quality of home life
Increased productivity and time saved
Activity: 341 Solar Home Lighting Systems which include 1 tripod solar light with panel, 1
portable solar lamp, and a mobile charging facility distributed..

Objective: Social security and community development
Activities: 5 Streetlights have been installed at strategic locations in the village.

Objective: Engaged learning, increased attendance and reduced drop outs.
Activity: Delivery of school systems has been received and the systems are being installed
shortly.

Objective: Income and insurance crop for the villager preventing migration.
Increased green cover of the region, and bring additional land into cultivation.
Activity: 2750 Saplings have been distributed to 55 farmers in Nilmati and 2100 sapling have
been distributed to 42 farmers in Dandwal for plantation of Cashew, Mango, Guava, and Teak.
A total of 6000 saplings have been planted in the Grampanchayat.

Objective: Mitigate migration
Facilitate a continuous source of income
Increase land brought into cultivation
Move from subsistence farming to commercial farming
Activity: Solar Panels for the pumping system have been installed at all the 3 locations.
Trenching is on going and pipes are currently being laid. 

Phase 1: Layout
Phase 2: Fertilization
Phase 3: Package of Practices

Objective: Increase agricultural income
Activity: The farmers receive 3 phased agricultural training to provide them with the key
know how on moving from single-cropping activity to multi-cropping activity. The programs
are conducted in each individual village and comprise of:

The first phase of training has been provided by the Mokhada Agri Department.

Objective: Improve hygiene
Activate non function toilets
Activity: Houd construction at Dandwal is complete and ongoing at Nilmati and Chinchutara.

Objective: Continuous access to clean drinking water
Improve health and combat waterborne diseases
Activity: The water filters for all 3 villages will be installed upon the completion of the pipelaying.
The structures for water storage and filtration facility are currently being fabricated.

pratibha.p@projectchirag.org  |  +91 98204 00279  |  www.projectchirag.org
 

Integrated Village Development

at Nilmati-Dandwal

Grampanchayat

Phase 3
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Committee News
Hybrid Diwali for 
Lighthouse: Colourful 
geometric shapes, 
pretty peacocks and 
diyas, floral mandalas 
and messages on water 
conservation – these 
were just some of the 
designs on display 
at the recent rangoli 
competition held for our 
Lighthouse students. 
Around 45 students aged 
between 3 to 11 years 
joined the online meet.
Parent-child contests, 
organised as part of the 
Diwali festivities, were 
planned to strengthen 
the parent-child bond 
while celebrating our 
traditional festivals. 
During the 45-minute 
contest, our centre 
co-ordinator toured 
the colony on foot to 
motivate and encourage 
our students. At the 
end, children posted 
photos of their beautiful 
creations on their 
respective class groups. 
Winners were judged on 
concept, creativity and 
ability and the results 
were shared later in the 
evening.



Committee News
Diwali celebrations for Ananda Yaan 
centres: On November 3rd, 2021, 20 
members from the Rotaract Club of H.R. 
College went to Ananda Yaan, Byculla, and 
organised a two-hour party with the seniors 
there.
It began with a rangoli competition, went 
on to a game round with tongue twisters, 
charades and antakshari. Finally, a dance 
and music session ended the evening with 
chocolates for the winners and a feast for 
all.
Rtn. Charu Agrawal and Rtn. Ptn. Ashish 
joined in the celebrations and brought 200 
boxes of chocolates for the elders of both 
centres.

The Rotaract Club of ISME organised Little 
Lights, a Diwali programme for the children 
of the Salaam Baalak Trust, supported by 
CWC of RCB, on November 3rd, 2021.
They began with a skit where Ram and 
Raavan subtly emphasised the importance 
of a “clean and green Diwali”. This was 
followed by an arts and craft session to 
make newspaper lanterns, games sessions, 
music and dance, and a feast. We thank the 
anonymous donor from RCB for organising 
an individual pizza for each of the 40 children 
and juice and cake.



Rotaract Chronicles
Aashayein – Adopt a village is an initiative by the 
Rotaract Club of H. R. College that works for the holistic 
development of villages in central Maharashtra. Under 
Aashayein – Adopt a Village, we work on four focus areas: 
1. Water (building wells) 2. Light (installation of solar-
powered lights) 3. Education and Entrepreneurship 
(week-long business study sessions held with HSC 
graduates and above, followed by a Shark Tank-like 
model where business plans are heard and the best 
ones are provided with seed capital funding) and 4. 
Sanitation (building toilets and distributing sanitary 
pads). 
Thousands of lives have been changed so far; 17 wells 
have been built, 2 villages have been lit, 70 entrepreneurs 
have been successfully funded and the women of one 
village have been provided with sanitary pads. 
To know more and/ or to support us, check www.
aashayeinadoptavillage.com, mail aashayein@
rotaractclubofhr.net or call +91 99304 56001.

http://www.aashayeinadoptavillage.com
http://www.aashayeinadoptavillage.com
mailto:aashayein@rotaractclubofhr.net
mailto:aashayein@rotaractclubofhr.net


ROTARIAN BIRTHDAYS

NOVEMBER 10: Rtn. Ptn. Shafali & Rtn. Apurva Diwanji
NOVEMBER 11: Rtn. Ptn. Sushmita & Rtn. Christopher Bluemel
NOVEMBER 11: Rtn. Ptn. Ayesha & Rtn. Dr. Darious Soonawalla
NOVEMBER 12: Rtn. Ptn. Dr. Soonnu & Rtn. Farokh Balsara
NOVEMBER 12: Rtn. Ptn. Shailaja & Rtn. Samir Mogul
NOVEMBER 12: Rtn. Ptn. Silvia & Rtn. Leonard Salins

NOVEMBER 9
Rtn. Jagdish 

Vora

NOVEMBER 10
Rtn. Natasha 
Treasurywala

NOVEMBER 11
Rtn. Mohit 

Jain

NOVEMBER 15
Rtn. Vivek 

Kothari

ROTARIAN PARTNER BIRTHDAYS

NEXT WEEK’S
SPEAKER

Founders,Monica,Karishma
CraftofSchoolChanakya

&&
Chanakya School of Craft
Karishma Monica, Founders,

NOVEMBER 9: Rtn. Ptn. Sudha Javeri
NOVEMBER 12: Rtn. Ptn. Yasmin Divecha
NOVEMBER 13: Rtn. Ptn. Bharti Gandhi

Monica & Karishma are the co-founders 
of Jade, a well-known luxury bridal line. 
In 2017, Karishma & Monica co-founded 
the Chanakya School of Craft – India’s first 
not-for-profit centre of excellence teaching 
women master craft and hand embroidery. 
The school began as a passion project and is 
now turning into a world-class craft institute 
and women’s empowerment centre.
Over the last three decades, Chanakya 
has worked with over 3000 artisans across 
many genres of craft. It has won several 
international certifications like the ISO- 
2015, the SA 8000 for social compliances and 
International Quality management systems 
as well the India SME award for excellence 
in the small and medium size enterprises 
category.
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