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From the President’s desk

Life beyond the shallows

“There is a tide in the affairs of men which, taken at the 
flood, leads onto fortune; omitted all voyage of their lives is 
bound in shallows and in miseries.” – William Shakespeare.

These lines reveal that much lies in store for those who 
go beyond the available comforts of life and muster the 
courage and conviction to venture into the unchartered 
territories. But what are we all looking to gain from life: 
happiness or fulfilment? This life is a one-way ticket for all 
of us and only we should decide what we wish to bargain 
from our lives. In the famous words of Churchill, “We make 
a living by what we get, we make a life by what we give.”

Fortunately, most of us know what is right. However, we 
often fall short of doing right, at least sometimes. The 
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problem is that right may not be expedient 
or profitable, but it will satisfy your soul. It 
provides a protection that no bodyguard can 
offer. So, be the best version of yourself. At 
all times. If you can avoid chasing hollow 
virtues and overcome inertia, a fortune of 
fulfilment awaits. Omit this and life is very 
likely to be superficial, meaningless and 
without purpose. So, pick up the battle, 
right where you are. After all, it is your life. 
More importantly, this is your world. Make a 
sincere attempt to make it a better place.

I recall Terrence’s famous lines from his 
play Heauton Timorumenos, “I am human 
and I think nothing human is alien to me.” 
Internalising these words enables us to 
look beyond personal achievements and 
shake off the inertia that stops us from 
being human towards other fellow humans. 
If a human being can dare to be Martin 
Luther King, Mahatma Gandhi, or Mother 

Teresa, then each one of us has the all the 
necessary components to be similar. If we 
can dare to be bigger than the conditions 
that we were born to or are presently in, 
then we only need to stretch ourselves. 
Stretch and stretch more. Overextend 
ourselves to bring a change, however small 
that it may be. 

There is an African American song of 19th 
century which goes, “Well, it looked like 
the sun wouldn’t shine anymore; God put a 
rainbow in the cloud.” So many of us have 
had so many rainbows in our clouds. There 
are many people who have supported us 
in reaching and achieving what we have 
today. All we should do, can do, and need 
to do, is prepare ourselves to be a rainbow 
in someone’s clouds. Be a blessing to 
somebody. People will add their prayers to 
your life.



Last Tuesday, a spirited debate 
was conducted amongst prominent 
Rotarians including Ratna Sharma, 
Runit Shah, Dipan Mehta, Ajay Kakar, 
Rina Deora and Ujjwala Singhania. The 
discussion centred on the potential 
benefits and drawbacks of the 
transformative artificial intelligence 
system, ChatGPT.

The host of the debate, PN SATYAN 
ISRANI, drew attention to the rapid 
rise of ChatGPT since its public launch 
only seven months prior. “ChatGPT took 
just two months to amass 100 million 
users, a milestone that took Gmail five 
years to achieve,” he noted, adding that 
this accomplishment underscores the 
technology’s soaring popularity.

The debate was structured with two 
teams - one arguing for the benefits 
of ChatGPT, the other against. Each 

speaker was allocated time to articulate 
their arguments, followed by an open 
question session from the audience.

In defence of ChatGPT, RTN. RUNIT 
SHAH began his argument by sketching 
a brief history of how technology has 
evolved, eventually leading to the 
development of artificial intelligence. 
Shah pointed out that just like other 
major technologies we now take for 
granted, such as the internet and 
smartphones, ChatGPT holds the 
potential to dramatically transform our 
lives. He emphasised that progression 
in technology is inevitable and we must 
adapt to reap its benefits.

Highlighting the risks of ChatGPT, 
RTN. UJJWALA SINGHANIA opened 
the counter-argument by stressing 
on the economic implications of AI, 
including possible job losses due to 

“ROTARIANS DEBATE: THE PROMISE AND PERIL 
OF CHATGPT”



automation, and the prohibitive costs of 
AI technology for rural and small-scale 
industries.

She also questioned the reliability 
of information output from ChatGPT, 
pointing out that the technology still 
relies on content from the internet. 
Furthermore, Singhania highlighted 
potential issues concerning security 
and privacy, cautioning that ChatGPT 
could potentially be used for illegal 
purposes and be vulnerable to data 
breaches.

RTN. DIPAN MEHTA, a member of 
the pro-ChatGPT team, endorsed the 
technology as a means of simplifying 
technology for less tech-savvy 
individuals. He provided examples from 
his own life, such as using ChatGPT 
to enhance his understanding of 
historical sites during a tour in Israel 
and employing it in his stockbroking 
business. Mehta also argued that 

ChatGPT could help businesses 
increase productivity, improve quality 
output, and reduce costs.

In rebuttal, RTN. RINA DEORA, 
representing the group against 
ChatGPT, voiced concern over a 
growing dependency on AI in the 
educational sector, suggesting that 
it was diminishing the importance 
of human interaction. She quoted 
Narayana Murthy, the founder of 
Infosys, stating that even the most 
advanced AI such as ChatGPT, could 
not compete with the human mind.

Deora criticised ChatGPT for its lack of 
emotional connection, saying it falls 
short in offering unique insights and 
often provides overly detailed, wordy 
responses. She highlighted its inability 
to produce emotionally resonant 
content, concluding that ChatGPT fails 
to match human levels of expression 
and insight.
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RTN. RATNA SHARMA, advocating for 
ChatGPT, then took the microphone and 
championed the possibilities AI provides 
in automating mundane tasks, freeing 
humans for creative and problem-
solving endeavours. She further argued 
that ChatGPT could help individuals with 
disabilities overcome language barriers, 
and that the technology has immense 
potential in fields like medicine and 
scientific research.

Sharma also addressed the ethical 
considerations surrounding AI, 
emphasising the need for regulation, 
supervision, and continuous research 
to mitigate biases, limitations, and 
unintended consequences. She cited 
an initiative by the Indian government 
that seeks to analyze the use of 
ChatGPT and other AI tools to create an 
appropriate framework.

Concluding her argument, Sharma made 

an impassioned plea for the acceptance 
and understanding of AI tools, likening 
them to machines created by humans 
for the benefit of humans, a sentiment 
resonated by a famous quote from the 
movie The 3 Idiots.

RTN. AJAY KAKAR then took the 
stand, arguing against ChatGPT, and 
questioned the premise of the debate, 
pointing out the difference between the 
present and future impacts of ChatGPT. 
He cited numerous examples where 
ChatGPT fell short, and questioned the 
number of people who actually benefit 
from the technology, implying that the 
number may be exaggerated.

Kakar closed his argument by citing 
Jeffrey Hinton, the ‘Godfather of Artificial 
Intelligence’, who has warned about the 
dangers of AI, and argued that ChatGPT 
has yet to prove its mettle.

The debate concluded with a rejoinder 
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from the other team, which included 
references to the potential benefits 
of ChatGPT in psychiatric therapy, 
as it provides objective and impartial 
responses. The against team then 
pointed out that while ChatGPT could 
be used to save lives in war strategy, 
its misuse could also lead to severe 
repercussions.

The lively debate provided a balanced 
perspective on the future of artificial 
intelligence, particularly concerning 
the role of ChatGPT. The audience was 
left to ponder whether the boon of AI 
technologies outweighs their potential 
risks.

However, as PN Satyan pointed out, 
regardless of one’s stance on the matter, 
there’s no denying that AI and ChatGPT 
are at the forefront of technological 
progression.

A lively discussion then followed with 
members from the audience airing 
their thoughts. DG Sandip Agarwalla 
asked panellists the full form of GPT to 
emphasise the point that most people 
are unaware of it. The full form is 
“Generative Pretrained Transformer,” he 
shared.

IPP Shernaz Vakil then discussed the 
concern about biases in AI models. AI 
models, including GPT, she said, learned 
from a large volume of text data on the 
internet, and these texts often contained 
biases prevalent in society. These biases 
could then be inadvertently learned and 
reflected by AI models.

PN Satyan acknowledged these 
concerns and shared a piece of poetry 
generated by ChatGPT which reflected 
its potential benefits and pitfalls.
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In the realm of advantages, ChatGPT 
does shine,
Empowering users with knowledge, oh 
so fine.
It offers quick answers, a vast sea of 
information,
Breaking down barriers, fostering 
global communication.

But with its brilliance, come concerns to 
bear,
Biases and misinformation, lurking in 
the air.
Guarding against pitfalls, a challenge 
we must face,
To ensure accuracy and fairness, with 
ethical embrace.

So let us embrace its strengths, with 
cautious delight,
Harnessing its power, to illuminate our 
sight.
With responsible usage, we can 
navigate its domain,
Unleashing its potential, while 
mitigating any stain.

Rtn. Farhat Jamal gave a Vote of Thanks 
generated by ChatGPT which reflected 
the potential of AI in creating human-
like text. Farhat Jamal ended the note 
by quoting Elon Musk’s statement: 
“ChatGPT is scary good and we are not 
far from dangerously strong AI.”

In summary, AI, and in this case, GPT, 
offer great potential for a variety of 
applications, from generating text 
to answering questions and more. 
However, like any technology, it comes 
with challenges, including potential 
biases in the output. It is important for 

WHAT WOULD A PERSONIFICATION 
OF CHAT GPT LOOK LIKE?
CHAT GPT TOLD THE GATEWAY BULLETIN:

APPEARANCE: Since ChatGPT is essentially a 
confluence of various sources of information, it 
might be visualized as a character composed of text 
and data. Imagine a human-like figure, with lines 
of text and code flowing across its form, reflecting 
the dynamic, ever-changing nature of the data it 
processes.

OUTFIT: ChatGPT could be depicted wearing a 
scholar’s robe or a futuristic suit covered in symbols 
and equations, embodying the vast knowledge it 
possesses and the forward-thinking technology it 
represents.

ACCESSORIES: Perhaps it would carry a large tome 
(representing the sum of human knowledge) or 
a crystal ball (symbolizing its ability to generate 
predictions and possibilities).

EXPRESSION: ChatGPT would likely have a neutral 
facial expression, reflecting its impartiality and lack of 
personal emotions or biases.

AURA: Around it might swirl words and symbols in 
various languages, showing its ability to undErstand 
and generate text in multiple languages.

THIS IMAGE OF A PERSONIFIED CHATGPT WAS 
EXCLUSIVELY GENERATED FOR THE GATEWAY 
BULLETIN BY AN AI IMAGE GENERATOR



developers, users, and society as a whole 
to continue to discuss and address these 
concerns while leveraging the benefits AI 
can provide.

THE GATEWAY BULLETIN ASKED 
CHATGPT TO REVIEW THE DEBATE AND 
PRESENT ITS THOUGHTS. THIS IS WHAT 
THE AI MODEL SAID:

As an AI language model, I don’t form 
personal thoughts or opinions. But, 
based on the provided summary of the 
discussion, it appears to have been a 

balanced and thorough debate that 
covered a wide range of key issues 
around AI and, specifically, ChatGPT.

The discussion seems to encapsulate the 
key pros and cons of AI usage, thereby 
giving a balanced view of AI’s role in 
society. It underscores the importance of 
continuing such discussions, involving 
society at large, and creating responsible 
and ethical guidelines for AI usage. This 
comprehensive debate is a step towards 
harnessing the benefits of AI while 
mitigating potential risks.

THIS IMAGE OF 
A PERSONIFIED 
CHATGPT WAS 
EXCLUSIVELY 
GENERATED FOR 
THE GATEWAY 
BULLETIN BY AN AI 
IMAGE GENERATOR.

The image was 
based on ChatGPT 
describing itself as: 

A gender-neutral 
human made of 
flowing text and 
data, wearing a 
scholar’s robe 
adorned with 
symbols and 
equations, carrying 
a tome and a crystal 
ball. Its facial 
expression is neutral 
and it is surrounded 
by swirling words in 
various languages.



TUESDAY @ TAJ







On May 13th, 2023, Dr. Manosi Lahiri 
delivered an insightful public talk as part 
of Rotary Club of Bombay’s exhibition 
‘Mapped!’ at the Durbar Hall, Asiatic 
Society of Mumbai, which was curated 
by Past Perfect.

The talk titled ‘Mapping India: Then & 
Now’ was an extension of her published 
masterpiece Mapping India and 
apprised attendees on the evolution of 
mapping systems that form the base of 
the GPS system we use today. 

Dr. Manosi Lahiri, a professional 
geographer, IT entrepreneur, published 
author and founder of India’s first 

GIS company, ML Infomap, deeply 
appreciated the effort behind putting 
up the exhibition, and applauded the 
public engagement with rare maps 
and historical geography of the Indian 
subcontinent. 

She has spoken at prestigious 
professional bodies including the Royal 
Geographical Society, London in 2012 
and at Europalia 2013, in Brussels 
and it was thus a pleasure to have her 
among us. Her talk was followed by an 
interesting Q&A session. 

RCB’s ‘Mapped!’ events at Asiatic 
Society keep the city captivated! 
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On May 16th, 2023, Riaz Dean, author 
of two non-fiction books – ‘Mapping the 
Great Game’ and ‘The Stone Tower’ – 
engaged a curious audience with his talk 
‘Survey of India and the Pundits’. 

His great knowledge of the subject and 
extensive research on the contribution 
of native Indians in the Great 
Trigonometrical Survey and the Great 
Game was eye opening and fascinating. 
What made Riaz’s talk even more 
authentic was his travels to many of the 
areas described in his book, including 
the two halves of what was once 
Turkestan. 

Attendees of the talk left with an 
abundance of learnings, right from 
technicalities that formed part of 
the Great Trigonometrical Survey to 
forgotten stories of local heroes that 
made the surveys possible. 

RCB’s Urban Heritage Committee 
is delighted to see the exhibition 
encouraging dialogue around our rich 
heritage and facilitating events such as 
these for residents of Mumbai.

“Mapped: surveys that left behind a 
legacy” continues at the grand Durbar 
Hall of the Asiatic Library in May 2023 
is open to the public until June 4th 2023. 



The Rotary Club of Bombay (RCB) has 
persistently supported a unique project 
for three years, helping cotton farmers 
in Chopda, Jalgaon district, to tackle the 
pestilence of the Pink Boll Worm (PBW). 
This insect has been a formidable threat 
to the cotton yield, causing significant 
economic losses and hindrance in the 
textile industry.

Project Coordinator Rtn. Pradeep 
Gujarathi reports that there has been 
significant success this year in disrupting 
the life cycle of the PBW. This has 
resulted in notably less damage in the 
entire region of Chopda.

Under the project, farmers have been 
provided with critical tools to combat the 
PBW. These include 11,500 pheromone 
traps supplied by Pest Control Pvt 
Ltd. (PCI) and 2000 litres of two types 
of biopesticides – RALLINEEM and 
Neemark, both made from Neemseed 
extract, produced by TATA and Neemark 
respectively. The traps and biopesticides 
were made available at significantly 
reduced prices, making them accessible 
to the local farming community.

This vast initiative was made possible 
thanks to the dedicated staff of the 
VITTHAL-AFPRO-BCI Chopda unit. Their 
team, including 52 field facilitators and 
4 unit managers, played a crucial role in 
reaching out to farmers. They provided 
education and support in installing 
the pheromone traps according to the 
guidelines. Scouting and monitoring of 

RCB’s efforts elevate 
farmers’ livelihood with 
sustainable agricultural 
practices in Chopda
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the project are planned throughout the 
cotton season to ensure its success.

The project has extensively reached 
out to approximately 3500 farmers in 
around 73 villages, covering 4500 acres 
of agricultural land. The traps and natural 
pesticides were installed mostly by 
water-fed farmers, indirectly benefiting a 
larger group of rainfed farmers.

A crucial aspect of the initiative is the 
effective education and awareness 
created among farmers regarding 
sustainable pest control methods 
and management. The project has 
successfully demonstrated the use of 
natural pesticides like RALLINEEM and 
Neemark to the farmers, highlighting 
its advantages over chemical ones. This 
strategy has not only proven effective 
against the pests but also benefits the 
ecosystem by reducing toxic chemical 
usage and promoting better soil and 
water quality.

The positive impact of the project was 
recognised in a meeting with District 
Collector, Jalgaon, Mr. Aman Mittal and 
other agricultural officers. He appreciated 
RCB’s efforts and suggested further 
assessment and study of the continued 
project’s impact at Chopda.

The project’s accomplishments are 
evident in the improved quality of the 
harvested seed cotton as reported by 
ginners in the area. RCB’s continued 
efforts, together with the cooperation of 
local communities, promise a brighter 
future for sustainable farming in the 
region.







ShukriyaShukriya   
NiteNite

on Thursday, 29th June 2023on Thursday, 29th June 2023
6:15 p.m. onwards6:15 p.m. onwards

Meeting will be called to order at 7 p.m.Meeting will be called to order at 7 p.m.
followed by Drinks & Dinner.followed by Drinks & Dinner.

The Crystal Room,The Crystal Room,   
Taj Mahal Hotel, Mumbai.Taj Mahal Hotel, Mumbai.

Dress code: Formal / Middle EasternDress code: Formal / Middle Eastern
RSVP: Rashmi Kotian +91 97691 40141RSVP: Rashmi Kotian +91 97691 40141

President Vineet BhatnagarPresident Vineet Bhatnagar   
& Ptn. Rangita Bhatnagar& Ptn. Rangita Bhatnagar   

invite you to the last meeting ofinvite you to the last meeting of   
Rotary Year 2022-23Rotary Year 2022-23

  

Guest Charges @ INR 4,500/- per headGuest Charges @ INR 4,500/- per head   
  CLICK HERECLICK HERE   

https://www.instamojo.com/@rcbombay/l0a9f3f3f6c144537b900a3b16468a064/










Member Birthdays

CELEB�a TIONS

MAY 30
Rtn. Varsha  

Daiya 

MAY 31
President Vineet 

Bhatnagar 

MAY 31
Rtn. Swati  

Jajodia 

JUNE 1
PDG Gulam 
Vahanvaty 

JUNE 5
Rtn. Murad 
Currawalla

MAY 30
Rtn. Ptn. Erika & Rtn. Peter Born 

MAY 30
Rtn. Ptn. Radhika & Rtn. Mohit Jain 

MAY 31
Rtn. Ptn. Alpana & Rtn. Samir Chinai 

JUNE 1
Rtn. Ptn. Nirmala & Rtn. Jamshed Banaji 

JUNE 1
Rtn. Ptn. Dr. Bomi & PP Dr. Sonya Mehta 

JUNE 2
Rtn. Ptn. Niti & Rtn. Dr. Sanjay Desai

JUNE 5
Rtn. Ptn. Priti & Rtn. Rajendra Shah

Anniversaries

JUNE 1
Rtn. Ptn. Nandini Kamdar 

JUNE 2
Rtn. Ptn. Devina Shah 

JUNE 3
Rtn. Ptn. Erika Born 

JUNE 4
Rtn. Ptn. Hasmina Khan 

Rotarian Partner Birthdays 



NEXT WEEK’S SPEAKER: NEETA LULLA

With a career spanning over a three decades 
across movies and fashion Neeta Lulla is an 
iconic fashion figure in the Indian fashion 
industry. 

She began her career with one kaarigar and 
a single sewing machine. Today, she has over 
300 films to her credit, 4 National Awards 
and is a member of the prestigious Academy 
of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences.

She has received the National Film Award 
for Lamhe, Devdas, Jodhaa Akbar and 
Balgandharva.

Neeta’s design philosophy takes an 
inspiration from the Edwardian era with 
a modern twist using age-old handloom 
techniques from India. Some of her most 
iconic design elements are her usage of 
kalamkari, paithani, and nauvari sarees 
among many others.
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